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of Uncle Samjamost 
secret offices, t M^Wa tionat Se- 
curlty. Agency, senr^TSfe New's a 
presff^'VoIease yesterday. That hi 
itself is news, but there’s more. 

It was a routine release about the 
retirement of Russian-born William 
F. Friedman, <14, one of the world’s 
top eode makers and breakers. 

Ordinarily H would have received 
routine treatment. But a handwrit- 
ten note on one corner said: “Make 
no additions.” 

“If you don’t mind." the man who 
brought in the release said, "we’d like to ask that you 
confine anything you write to what loin this release." 
An assistant editor asked hint why. 

“It’s Just that if you looked in your files you might 
find other things about Mr. Friedman,” the man said. 
"We’d like to ask that you please not use them." 

“It’s a question of national security,'’ the man said, 
and lie walked out of the office. 

I was sent to the uanetSs file of clippings, etc.. 
Immediately to see wlgHitreJtalght have printed In 
li me so hush-hush so 

ftg apparently of no 
filly 




that 

veil when It seems to 


a public information ml 
Is elusive even in the way 1 
the phone book, and asked him why alT 
dagger. 

“Our security division has o. k.’ed all the i 
tho press release," the Information man said. “They 
might not. want anything more, printed that would be 
considered of a classified nature.” 

“What makes you think newspaiiers would have 
anything of a classified nature?^ J _askod. 
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of them seem to," ho said. “Whatj 
l material you want lo use should 
thru our security division." 

He said that possibly we could add a 

personal nature" without clearing It but "anything 
that might be of a classified nature’’ would have to 
be cleared. 

Without hothering to tell him how preposterous 
that was, I asked for the name of someone In 
security. 

'Hie security division man said he had not asked tho 
public information office to make any kincLof. request 
to newspapers. , ~ 

But he said lie thought ho knew why the' “make no 
addirions" notation was added to I lie release. 

“We don’t want any more publicity than is neces- 
sary," he said. 

* * * 

TT was suggested to him that passing out press re- 
A leases liearlng cryptic notations and accompanied 
by ridiculous requests made In the holy name of secu- 
rity, was hardly I lie way to hold down a newspaper's 
curiosity. 

Tie agreed, but said It was done “for security, of 
course." 

How so? 

“We’re a sensitive agency,” he said. Then he got to 
the point. He guessed that ihe security division must 
have cleared the release and then asked the public 
formal ion office not to add anything further to it. 
Somehow, that request got passed along lo the 
pecs. If the security office had had its way , he 
id. there probably would have been no ptedSBease 
ail. 

“We shy away from publicity as much as 
said. " 

At Mr. Friedman’s retirement ceremonies yesterday, 
Central Intelligence Director Allen W. Dulles pre- 
sented him with Ihe National Security Medal on 
behalf of tlw President. 

That is a very high honor. I assume it means, 
among other things, that Mr. Friedman never stmt out 
a press release marked “Make no additions." 
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